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observation that 1 did not confer this appointment according
to rank but according to capacity for teaching riding ; also, 1
refused to allow myself to be misled by intrigue. When in
.the course of that winter of 1885-6 I was confined to the house
for several weeks with an attack of measles, von Klcist
seized the opportunity to alter a number of the regulations I
had drawn up. As our mutual relations were not made any
the easier by this contretemps 1 had finally to make an
alteration in my personnel. Major von Mossner, whom I had
known in Bonn, took von Kleist's place on the establishment,
and loyally supported me. A graduate of the brilliant school of
the Imperial Dragoons under the then Colonel von Loe, von
Mossner showed himself a fine and ardent horseman with a
proper comprehension of the meaning of service. As lie was
also of a cheerful and happy disposition, with a considerable
dash of humour, he rapidly became a general favourite with
the Staff. When still little more than a' youth he had in 1870,
at Bapaume, been awarded the Iron Cross of the First Class, an
unusual honour in those days. It was a pure joy to work
with him.

Among the innovations I made in the regulations for my own,
Regiment, was to provide a means of keeping the younger
and unmarried N.C.Os. out of public-houses. This included
the development into a regular mess for N.C.Os. of the
cafe which, under Colonel von Krosigk, had already been
instituted for them. The place was suitably furnished and the
addition of a small library and tables for dioss, draughts, etc.,
made it a constant and favoured resort of the men. Even
the older married sergeants and sergeant-majors frequented
it with obvious pleasure. Its institution strengthened the
esprit de corps among the N.C.Os.

The administration of the regiment and especially of the
well-stocked stores lay in the hands of the trustworthy old
Paymaster Herbringer, a man zealously dovotud to duty and
of unimpeachable honour. Among other things he* ltdped trie
to organise a large regimental merry-making in the riding-
school on Boxing "Day, in place of the usual celebrations, held
separately by each squadron, This rogimoiiLul Chrislmas